Dear Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island member,

Our main goal at Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island (NHPRI) is to improve the health of our members. Did you know that:

· You can have cancer of the cervix and not know it, because often there is no pain.

· Pap tests can find cancer early, when it is easier to cure.

· Some sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), especially chlamydia, often don’t have any symptoms. But chlamydia can cause problems later – problems like pelvic inflammatory disease that can lead to infertility.

· Babies born to women with untreated chlamydia infections are also at risk for eye infections and pneumonia.

Having a yearly Pap test to check for cervical cancer is an important step you can take to help keep yourself healthy.  Testing for STDs is very important, too, and can be done at the same time as your Pap test.  Our records show that you may be due for a Pap test. 

Pap and STD testing are covered under your NHPRI/RIte Care benefits. If you have not had a Pap test in the last year, please call your doctor’s or nurse’s office to make an appointment for one. While you are there, your doctor or nurse will talk with you about whether or not testing for STDs should also be done. 

If you need help choosing a doctor or nurse, or have any questions, please call our Member Services department at 459-6000 or 1-800-963-1001.

Sincerely,
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L. McTyeire Johnston, MD
Interim Medical Director

