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Benefit Coverage:
Covered benefit

Description:

Capsule endoscopy is a procedure used to examine the entire length of the small intestines through
ingestion of a small pill containing a video capsule. The capsule takes color pictures as it passes
through the digestive tract.

Coverage Determination:
Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island (NHPRI) covers Capsule Endoscopy when medical

necessity criteria is met. Prior authorization is required.

Criteria:
Capsule endoscopy is considered a clinical option when requested by a contracted practitioner and
the following criteria are met:

o Presence of ongoing obscure gastrointestinal bleeding with site not identified by previous
testing including:
*  Upper endoscopy and colonoscopy;
® Push enteroscopy; or

»  SBFT or CTenteroclysis

o Diagnosis of Anemia:
= JIron deficiency anemia, or
* Anemia requiring transfusions, or
* Multifactorial anemia

o Initial diagnosis in person with suspected Crohn’s disease, without evidence of disease on
conventional diagnostic tests (EGD, colonoscopy, small-bowel follow-through).
Covered Procedures:
Exclusions:

Capsule endoscopy is contraindicated in persons with known or suspected gastrointestinal
obstruction, strictures, or fistulae.
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